
Year 5/6   Autumn Term 2018   Teacher – Mrs Kidd 
 

Top Tips for Home 
 

 Encourage your child to read at home and ask them questions about their books 
 Make sure they complete their homework 
 Your interest in school work will show your child that we want to work together for their benefit 
 Any help you can give for any topic will be welcome 
 If you want to know more about the work covered or how you can help your child with their learning, your 

child’s teacher will be pleased to see you 

 
Homework 
 
Homework is very important for your child to make the best possible progress. It is usually given out on the days 
below, although extended pieces may sometimes be given out which children will be expected to work on for 
longer periods. 
 
Spellings are given out on a Thursday. 
Spelling tests take place on a Thursday morning. 
 Maths, English or topic homework is given out on a Friday and should be completed and handed in by the 
following Thursday.  
If children hand in their homework on the Monday of the week that it is due, they will receive a house point as 
a reward for early completion. 
 

Attendance 
 
Please support us in helping your child to make good progress through good attendance and punctuality. The 
national government expectation for primary children is 95% and above as this has a significant impact on 
progress made and future prospects 

 
Additional  Information 
 

 We will be swimming on a Monday afternoon for 10 weeks from Monday 10th September. Children will 
need a one-piece costume and long hair should be tied back.  
 

  P.E. is on a Tuesday. Children should have their P.E. kit (plain dark shorts or joggers and plain white t-
shirt) in school throughout the week in case of timetable changes. 
 

 On days we do not have P.E. we try to exercise on the morning by jogging or walking briskly. Children will 
need their P.E shoes/ trainers 
 

 Junior children will be taking part in a 10 week FISCH programme which promotes health and fitness – 
More information to follow 
 

 Tuesday 11th September: Y6 STEM activities Enterprise Day at Staindrop Academy. Children will need a 

packed lunch 

 Tuesday 30th October: C4 Visit to Bowes Museum (WW1 Topic). Children will need a packed lunch 

 



 

 Football training for children in the school team will be on a Thursday morning: 

Thurs Sept 20th, 27th 

           Oct   4th, 11th, 18th 

           Nov   1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd, 29th. 

 

Later in the Year 

SATs booster club will begin in the Spring Term. This weekly club is free of charge and enables Y6 children to 
work together and with their teacher, focusing on their needs, developing their skills and building confidence. 
 
KS2 SATs 2019 take place in the w.c. 13th May. 

        

Subject Area   

English  
  
 

We will begin the term by reading a short story together. Children will explore the 
text in detail, considering the language used, the characters, the setting and the 
clues the author has left to predict the ending. I wonder if anyone will guess 
correctly! 
We will then read and compare modern fiction books by Michael Foreman, 
including (as an introduction to our topic) one set during the first world war. 
In writing, children will experiment with a wide range of forms intended for 
different audiences and purposes: diary entries, letters, and recounts. 
Children will develop their writing through planning, drafting, re-drafting and 
editing their work.  
Later in the term children will hear, recite and respond to a range of poems 
written about and during the first world war and explore the use of language and 
how the writers imply deeper meaning. 
 Throughout the term children will develop their understanding and use of 
vocabulary, grammar and punctuation. They will be encouraged to make accurate 
and interesting vocabulary choices including figurative language, to structure their 
writing effectively by varying clause structures and to include, accurately, a wide 
range of punctuation. 
They will investigate spelling patterns and rules and learn and practice sentence 
construction each week developing their understanding of terminology and their 
transcription and compositional skills. 

 

Maths  Pupils will extend their understanding of the number system and place value to 
include larger integers – up to 10, 000, 000. They will continue to develop their 
ability to reason with numbers and their counting skills using positive and negative 
integers. This term they will partition numbers including those with up to three 
decimal places and order and round numbers to a required degree of accuracy.  
Children will calculate using mental and formal written methods, involving 
addition, subtraction, multiplication and division and solve word problems that 
involve all four operations. 
When looking at fractions, children will compare, order and find equivalents and 
develop their ability to calculate. 
In geometry, children will make and draw2-D shapes and 3-D solids with 
increasing accuracy. They will classify shapes according to their properties and 
describe positions on a coordinate grid.                                                                                            
Children will use, read, write and convert between standard units of 



measurements - length, mass, volume and time from a smaller unit of measure to 
a larger unit, and vice versa, using decimal notation 
Children will complete, read and interpret information in tables and solve 
comparison, sum and difference problems using information presented in bar and 
line graphs. 

 
Science Our topics this term are Earth and Space and Living Things and Their Habitats 

Children will learn about the movement of the earth and other planets relative to 
the sun. They will explore the shape and size of planets and stars and explain night 
and day and the changing seasons. 
After half term, children will observe and compare the life cycles of plants and 
animals. They will describe the differences in life cycles of mammals, amphibians, 
insects and birds and the life process of reproduction in some plants and animals. 
They will find out about how living things can adapt to their habitats and use food 
webs and chains to explain interdependency. 
 Our school nurse will visit and talk to the children about growing up. 

Computing We will begin the Autumn term by exploring digital literacy: how to think critically, 
behave safely, and participate responsibly in our digital world. 
After half term children will use logical reasoning to explain how some simple 
algorithms work. They will write their own step by step procedures to control an 
on-screen simulation. 

                  TOPIC : World War I 
History  Children will find out how World War 1 began and which countries were involved. 

They will explore the lives of ordinary men, women and children during that time 
and some heroes and heroines. They will read poetry inspired by World War 1 and 
learn about the poets. They will also discover how we remember the fallen and 
whether peace lasted. 

Geography  On a world map, children will locate countries that took part in World War 1. They 
will learn about the position and significance of lines of longitude, latitude and 
time zones. 

Art and Design 
 
 

Children will use a variety of materials and techniques to depict important 
wartime events. They will reproduce and evaluate their own version of wartime 
posters. 

Design Technology We will be working on a community project to commemorate the lives of local 
people who died during WW1. 
 

Music 
Mrs McLachlan 

The two topics for the autumn term are The Blues and Scales.  For the first half 
term we will investigate the Blues, looking at features of this genre and the history 
of music development.  The children will explore singers and songs (including 
Grandfathers Clock), will analyse lyrics and impact, and from this will then 
compose their own Blues song.   After half term we will be exploring major and 
pentatonic scales using tuned instruments, including glockenspiels, recorders and 
Garage Band (ipads). From this they will investigate call and response and create 
phrases using notes in a given scale. 

French 
Mrs McLachlan 

The two topics for the autumn term are Music Man and The News.  During the 
first half term your child will revise their knowledge of colours, size and opinions 
to describe and label musical instruments.  The focus will be to explore verbs and 
negatives (play/don’t play, like/don’t like) and to draw on their understanding of 
nouns and adjectives to create simple phrases. After half term we will be focusing 
on The News, focusing on reading comprehension skills.  Your child will revisit 
previous knowledge to identify key words in text in order to answer simple 



questions, building their confidence in recognising terms in written format and 
using a variety of translation tools. 

PE This term we will be swimming on a Monday afternoon at Barnard Castle Leisure 
Centre. 
On a Tuesday, children will be participating in health and fitness –related activities 
with the FISCH team. 
Children will be learning skills and tactics that can be applied in invasion games 
where the aim of the game is to beat the opposition by scoring more goals e.g. 
netball and hockey. They will practise different types of passing a ball with control 
and increasing speed and accuracy. 

RE 
 

We will start the year with a visit to St. Mary’s. Children will develop their 
understanding of how religious buildings exemplify the beliefs and values of 
religious communities.  
We will learn songs for Harvest Festival and find out how people in other countries 
celebrate. 
They will explore the role of the mosque in worship and commitment. Children 
will learn more about the ways people celebrate Christmas and Epiphany and 
what these festivals mean to Christians. 

Social and Emotional 
Aspects of Learning 
(SEAL) 

 The topics we will address this term are New Beginnings and Getting on and 
Falling Out. Initially children will explore how it feels to do or start something new. 
They will consider others’ feelings and discuss ways of dealing with new 
challenges. After half term we will discuss common friendship problems and think 
about ways that we can deal with conflict. 

 

 


