
What is Your child Learning at School? 
 

Year 5/6   Spring Term 2019   Teacher – Mrs Kidd 
 

Top Tips for Home 
 

 Encourage your child to read at home and ask them questions about their books 
 Make sure they complete their homework 
 Your interest in school work will show your child that we want to work together for their benefit 
 Any help you can give for any topic will be welcome 
 If you want to know more about the work covered or how you can help your child with their 

learning, your child’s teacher will be pleased to see you 
 
Homework 
 
Homework is very important for your child to make the best possible progress. It is usually given out 
on the days below, although extended pieces may sometimes be given out which children will be 
expected to work on for longer periods. 
 
Thursday: spellings are given out. 
Spelling tests take place on a Thursday morning. 
 Friday (Y5): maths, English or topic homework is given out on a Friday and should be completed and 
handed in by the following Thursday.  
If children hand in their homework on the Monday of the week that it is due in, they will receive a 
house point as a reward for early completion. 
 
Y6 Spring Term Homework and SATs Booster Club 
For Y6 children, from w.c. 4th February, homework will be set on a Thursday afternoon at SATs 
Booster Club. It should be completed at home and brought to the following week’s club where we 
will mark and discuss together. SATs and Y5 end of year assessment will be w.c. 13th May. 
 
P.E.  
 
P.E. will be on Tuesday and Friday afternoons for the first half term. 
 
P.E. kit needs to be in school Monday-Friday in case of timetable changes. 
Children need trainers in school, so that we can run on mornings of days that we do not have P.E. as a 
lesson. 
 
Football Training 
Children who are members of the school team will take part in football training sessions on a 
Thursday morning. There are 10 sessions beginning 17th January. 
 
Attendance 
 
Please support us in helping your child to make good progress through good attendance and 
punctuality. The national government expectation for primary children is 95% and above as this has a 
significant impact on progress made and future prospects 
 
 

 



 

Subject Area   
English  
  
 

We will begin the term by exploring both fiction and non-fiction texts, 
including examples of persuasive writing seen and heard in the media. 
Children will investigate how literary devices are used to persuade, identify 
persuasive features and use them in their own writing.  Later in the term, 
they will review and recount experiences: sporting events and school visits. 
Fictional texts we will read, include tales from other cultures: the Arabian 
Nights, Sinbad and Nadreddin Hoca. We will also explore classic fiction: The 
Hobbit by JRR Tolkein. 
Throughout the term, children will develop their reading, writing and 
speaking skills. Each week they will learn spellings and practise handwriting. 
They will be taught and will develop their use of grammar and punctuation 
in standard English. 

Maths  Children will extend their understanding of the number system and place 
value to include larger integers and decimal and negative numbers. They 
will develop mental and written methods of calculation involving addition, 
subtraction, multiplication and division.  
Children will work with fractions and decimals: ordering, comparing and 
calculating. 
In measure, they will convert between units and measure and calculate 
area, perimeter and volume. Children will measure and find angles in 
triangles. 
Children will develop their understanding of geometry by making and 
drawing 2-D shapes with increasing accuracy. They will classify shapes 
according to their properties. Children will develop their ability to solve a 
wider range of problems, including increasingly complex properties of 
numbers and arithmetic, and problems demanding efficient written and 
mental methods of calculation. 

Science 
 
 

Our topic this term is Forces 

Children will use practical scientific methods, processes and skills to plan 
investigations, measure, record and report data. 
They will explore falling objects and raise questions about the effects of air 
resistance. They will experience forces that make things begin to move, get 
faster or slow down and explore the effects of friction on movement, 
finding out how it slows or stops moving objects. 

Computer Science As part of Digital Literacy, children will learn how it is important to be 
discerning when evaluating digital content and how to create strong 
passwords. 
Using the Scratch programme, they will create a simple repeating pattern 
(spirograph) by using nested loops. 

  
Topic: Keen to be Green 

Geography  We will focus on human and physical geography: we will investigate global 
warming and consider our eco- footprint. Children will learn about trade 
links, natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water.  

 
ART/DT 

 
Children will find out about some of the most influential artists and their 
work.  They will use their sketch books to explore ways in which ordinary, 
every-day items can be re-cycled or up-cycled and produce their own piece 
of re-cycled art. 



Music During the spring term the children will be investigating orchestras and 
composers, looking at the range of instruments and how they are 
organised.  They will sort instruments into families and explore the different 
sounds instruments make. They will then apply what they know by 
identifying sounds within a classical piece with the aim of improving their 
skills in listening for meaning and detail. After half term the children will 
investigate arrangements, layers and effects, working on different music 
genres hosted by the Durham Music Service Charanga website.   

French Children will be studying the ‘Four seasons’.  They will consolidate their use 
of weather terms and will practice units of time, focusing particularly on 
days and months.  They will be encouraged to extend their use of key words 
into more complex phrases.  In the second half of this term this topic will 
extend their focus from our planet’s seasons to looking at the solar system 
and other planets.  The children will develop confidence with reading 
comprehension, will describe a planet using size and colour and will focus 
on being able to say if something is near or far.  Throughout the term they 
will continue to consolidate their knowledge of greetings, questions and 
numbers. 

PE We will begin the term focusing on developing netball skills for a High Fives 
tournament in February. 
In gymnastics children will create and perform sequences on floor, mats and 
apparatus. They will use changes of speed, direction and level to improve 
their performances. 

RE 
 

Children will explore the beliefs of Christians. They will learn about and 
discuss the different ways Christians express their faith in worship and 
celebration. Children will retell the events in the Easter story and consider 
what Easter and particularly, the Last Supper means to Christians. 

Social and 
Emotional Aspects 
of Learning (SEAL) 

 The topics we will address this term are Going for Goals and Good to be 
Me. Children will explore learning and the skills needed to be an effective 
learner. They will reflect on their learning styles and set challenging but 
achievable goals for themselves. After half term children will reflect on their 
own emotions and develop their understanding of different emotions and 
the ways we can manage our feelings. 

 

Additional useful information  
 
Websites that are useful for practice, revision and snowy days: 

 
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy.html 
http://www.keystage2literacy.co.uk/spellings-menu.html 
http://www.mymaths.co.uk/         
 
MyMaths is an educational maths website we subscribe to. It covers mathematical topics and 
learning, demonstrates calculation methods and has games to play. Children can access this at home 
as well as school but they need to use the login and password:    gainford    seven 
 
 
 

Mrs Kidd 
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