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Gainford C E Primary School 

Policy for English – January 2016 
 

Article 29 Convention on the Rights of the Child (Goals of education): Children’s education should develop each child’s personality, talents 

and abilities to the fullest. 

At Gainford C E Primary School our Christian ethos permeates all areas of the curriculum. We value and nurture each child enabling and 

promoting their development as literate, articulate and confident individuals. 

 

Introduction and Definition 
 

English is taught using the programmes of study and attainment targets set out in the new Primary National Curriculum in England1. The Early 

learning Goals are used to ensure continuity and progression from the Early Years Foundation Stage through to the National Curriculum. 

 

Aims  
 

The overarching aim for English in the national curriculum is to promote high standards of language and literacy by equipping pupils with a strong 

command of the spoken and written word, and to develop their love of literature through widespread reading for enjoyment. The national 

curriculum for English aims to ensure that all pupils: 

 

 read easily, fluently and with good understanding; 

 develop the habit of reading widely and often, for both pleasure and information; 

                                                 
1 https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/425601/PRIMARY_national_curriculum.pdf 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/425601/PRIMARY_national_curriculum.pdf
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 acquire a wide vocabulary, an understanding of grammar and knowledge of linguistic conventions for reading, writing and spoken language; 

 appreciate our rich and varied literary heritage; 

 write clearly, accurately and coherently, adapting their language and style in and for a range of contexts, purposes and audiences; 

 use discussion in order to learn; they should be able to elaborate and explain clearly their understanding and ideas;are competent in the arts 

of speaking and listening, making formal presentations, demonstrating to others and participating in debate2. 

 
Entitlement 
 
The teaching of English follows the programmes of study for key stage 1, lower key stage 2 and upper key stage 2 and focuses on the 

development of knowledge, skills and understanding in spoken language, reading, writing, spelling, vocabulary, grammar and punctuation.  

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework sets out learning requirements for children in Reception. Children’s learning is supported 

through identification and promotion of seven areas of learning and corresponding goals. Development of spoken language, listening, reading 

and writing skills occurs within the areas of learning, Communication and Language and Literacy and provides a foundation for the teaching of 

English in Key Stage 1 and 2.  

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage 

Children are given opportunities to speak and listen and represent ideas in their activities. They use communication, language and literacy in 

every part of the curriculum and become immersed in an environment rich in print and possibilities for communication.  A high quality, rigorous 

and systematic programme of synthetic phonics is used daily to instruct children and enable mastery of word recognition and enable them to 

become fluent, confident readers.  

 

 

 

                                                 
2 DfE (2013) The National Curriculum in England 
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Key Stage 1 (Years 1 and 2)  

Children will continue to develop their knowledge and understanding of phonics, word reading, oral vocabulary and language skills, so that they 

can read all graphemes and become more proficient at writing less familiar words. Children will be encouraged to make phonically plausible 

attempts to spell words that they do not know. They will develop their handwriting skills, an understanding of grammar and learn how to compose 

sentences orally and organise their ideas in writing. 

 

Lower Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) 

Children will develop the ability to read books independently with accuracy and speed. Their understanding and enjoyment of a range of reading 

will be nurtured. They will expand their vocabulary, ability to spell accurately and increase their understanding of grammar and punctuation – 

including linguistic terminology. Children will progress as writers, extending the range and varying the structure of their pieces. 

 

Upper Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6) 

Development of skills and understanding will continue so that children will be well prepared for their transition to secondary and the demands of 

the Y7 curriculum. Children should continue to read a wide range of texts and prepare readings out loud, aiming for fluency and using intonation 

appropriately to demonstrate their understanding of language. They will become increasingly competent at reading comprehension work and also 

as writers, using their understanding of nuances in vocabulary to answer questions and write effectively. Children should write with more speed 

and their grammar and punctuation should be broadly accurate. They should become able to control sentence structure in their writing and 

develop wider skills in spoken language through public speaking, performance and debate. 

 

At each stage of learning, if children do not have the expected phonic knowledge and decoding skills, teachers will 

differentiate learning, using earlier programmes of study and rigorous, systematic phonics programmes. 
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Organisation 
 

The development of skills is seen as a continuous process. Skills focusing on spoken language, reading, writing, spelling, vocabulary grammar 

and punctuation are taught daily during literacy lessons and are practised and reinforced across the curriculum, in all subjects. The opportunity to 

develop skills and experience a stimulating and wide range of activities is available to all pupils in the school, regardless of age, sex, race or 

ability. 

Where children are taught in mixed age classes, differentiated work is drawn from the Primary National Curriculum including cross curricular 

content to ensure that teaching and learning is accessible to all. It might be the case that gifted and talented pupils in Year 4, for example, are 

taught using the upper key stage 2 Year programme of study.  

The importance here is that literacy skills are taught progressively and developmentally. Pupil provision is related to attainment, not age. 

 

Planning 
 
Class teachers are responsible for short term (weekly) and medium term (termly/ half termly) planning based on the Primary National Curriculum 

programmes of study.  

Within plans: 

 

 teachers set high expectations for pupils; 

 learning objectives are clearly stated; 

 outcomes for children are described; 

 teaching and learning is resourced and differentiated according to children’s needs; 

 content promotes progression and accommodates different learning styles. 

 Planning and teaching are monitored by the senior leadership team and the English leader. 
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Spoken Language and Listening Skills 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

Communication and language development involves giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment; to develop their 

confidence and skills in expressing themselves; and to speak and listen in a range of situations3. 

In Early Years children are encouraged to listen attentively, responding appropriately. In speaking they should show awareness of listener needs.  

They will be taught to use past, present and future forms correctly. 

Specific opportunities used to nurture these skills include: 

 class discussions where children are encouraged to listen carefully without interrupting; 

 circle time; 

 role play; 

 news telling and ‘show and tell’ sessions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
3 DfE (2014) Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 
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Key Stage 1 

 

Year 1 and Year 2 children listen and respond to adults and their peers during whole class and small group discussions explaining and 

describing their ideas and feelings. They are encouraged to maintain attention and speak audibly to maintain the interest of listeners. They will:  

 

  share ideas with a talk partner; 

  participate in whole class discussions and circle time; 

  participate in role play and drama activities; 

  read out loud, listening and responding to poetry, stories and reports; 

  film and record reports and performances using a variety of software and hardware; 

 during paired and group/ guided reading sessions. 

 

Lower KS2 and Upper KS2 

 

Children in KS2 will be provided with opportunities to collaborate in groups of different sizes, monitoring the interests of listeners and evaluating 

different viewpoints. They should demonstrate an increasing command of standard English and select and use appropriate registers for effective 

communication. Opportunities will be provided through activities similar to those in KS1 and also 

 presentation of a range of readings to an audience; 

 debates; 

 drama and performances. 
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Reading 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

 
     The literacy area of learning and development involves rigorous and systematic teaching of synthetic phonics to enable children to link sounds 

and letters and to begin to read and write. They will be given access to a wide range of reading materials (books, poems, and other written 

materials) to ignite their interest.  

       

 

      Children will read and understand simple sentences. They will use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud 

accurately. They will also read some common irregular words and demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have 

read. 

 High quality, structured synthetic phonics programmes4 are used systematically, on a daily basis to introduce sounds and teach 

differentiated groups of children how to build and decode words 

 A multi-sensory approach including kinaesthetic activities such as manipulating magnetic letter shapes and using sand, paint and water is 

used to motivate learners 

 Children and teachers use technology to aid teaching and learning. A variety of software is used to teach the whole class and children are 

also encouraged to access programmes independently  

 Children are encouraged to choose both topic related information books and stories to look at and read from the book corner in the class 

room and from classroom displays. They are able to select books to take home each week from the class library 

                                                 
4 Children in EYFS are taught  using Read Write Inc (OUP) – a programme linked to the Early  
  Learning Goals and Primary National Curriculum  
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 The development of reading skills is supported by the school reading scheme5 .Initially children are given picture books to explore and 

discuss. They then move on to books with simple words and begin their progression through the scheme 

  Parents are asked to help their children learn by hearing them read and practise sounds on a regular basis. Pupils are given a Reading 

Record book where teachers and parents can communicate by detailing what children have read, listing any problems and passing on 

relevant information. Children are also given a Sound book listing the phonemes and graphemes they are practicing so that learning can 

be reinforced at home with an adult 

 

   

    Key Stage 1 

 

 Word Reading 

Children will continue to develop and apply phonic knowledge and skills until they are able to read all common graphemes and decode 

automatically. They will read with growing accuracy, using sounding out and blending strategies, re-reading books to build up fluency and 

confidence. 

       

 Comprehension 

  Children will listen to and discuss their understanding of a wide range of writing that is structured in different ways. They will be encouraged to 

recognise simple recurring literary language and make inferences, predicting what might happen. 

 

                                                 
5 The Oxford Reading Tree scheme including Songbirds Phonics is used. This is supplemented by  Bananas   
  books (Egmont UK), which are used by more advanced readers towards the end of KS1. 
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 High quality, structured synthetic phonics programmes6 are used systematically, on a daily basis to introduce sounds and teach 

differentiated groups of children how to build and decode words 

 The Letters and Sounds programme is also used to enhance phonics knowledge as well as Action Words for the development of sight 

vocabulary. The Action Word programme encourages children to use phonic knowledge and sight vocabulary to aid reading development. 

This approach appeals to all types of learners (kinaesthetic, auditory and visual)    

 Reading sessions are timetabled, enabling teachers and parent-helpers to hear children read and monitor their progress through the 

reading scheme 

 Children read with adults and as they progress, they take part in group reading 

 Children are encouraged to read at home and parents are asked to continue to listen to them and detail reading and information in 

children’s Reading Records 

 Guided reading with teachers and adult helpers is used to develop children’s pleasure in reading and their understanding of fiction, non- 

fiction and poetry texts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
6 Children in KS1 are taught  using Read Write Inc (OUP) – a programme linked to the Early  

  Learning Goals and Primary National Curriculum and Letters and Sounds (DfE), 2007 
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Lower and Upper Key Stage 2 

 

Word Reading 

Pupils will be taught to apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes as listed in English Appendix 17. They will read 

and learn further exception words, noting spelling and sound. 

 

Reading Comprehension 

Children will increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, using dictionaries to check unfamiliar words. They will retell some pieces 

orally and prepare presentations, readings and performances. They will identify form, themes and conventions and discuss their reading, 

saying how language, structure and presentation contribute to meaning. They will demonstrate understanding of independent reading 

through discussion, asking  

questions, making predictions and drawing inferences. They will identify main ideas and summarise these verbally and in writing, 

retrieving and recording information. 

 

 Children whose grapheme-phoneme correspondence is not yet secure will continue their phonics learning using The Read Write 

Inc. programme or take part in a ks2 catch-up phonics programme8 

 Adults will continue to listen to children’s reading in Lower KS2 and the home-school reading record will be used by readers for 

whom teachers find it beneficial 

 Children will read daily: independently, with a reading partner or as part of a group 

 Adult-led guided reading will continue to be an important teaching and learning tool and will take place in Literacy lessons and 

across the curriculum, for example in science and history lessons 

                                                 
7 English Appendix 1 : Spelling Primary National Curriculum in England 
8 Fresh Start, Read Write Inc (OUP) 
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 During topic-based learning a ‘class reader’ will often be used: children will read out loud and listen to the teacher, reading a whole 

book over the course of a number of weeks 

 Children are encouraged to use the school library when finding information and researching. They can take a book home each 

week for personal reading 

 

 

Writing 

 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common words. 

They write simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible. 

 

 Adults use writing explicitly; demonstrating marking the register, completing forms and writing notes etc  

 Tools and opportunities for mark making and emergent writing are always available. Materials are placed in role play areas e.g. for making 

lists in a shop, completing forms and exploring stationery in a post office etc 

 Children are taught to use a pencil, hold it effectively, how to form letters accurately and practise fine motor skills using the Read Write Inc. 

programme 

 They use their knowledge of phonics to write simple words 

 During writing sessions, formation of words and sentences is modelled. Scaffolds and check lists are provided to support independent writing 

 Purposes and opportunities for writing are linked to activities across the curriculum. Children are encouraged to make lists, write captions, 

names and labels in a variety of contexts 

 Children’s writing is celebrated. It is prominently displayed in the classroom and around the school 
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Key Stage 1 

 

Transcription (detail in Appendix 1 of Primary National Curriculum in England) 

Children will learn to spell by segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing them as graphemes. They will new ways of spelling 

phonemes, common suffixes and they will learn common homophones. They will learn common exception words and begin to use contracted 

forms of words and words that use the possessive apostrophe. 

 

Handwriting 

Children will practise formation of letters of the correct size and orientation. They will use appropriate spacing between words and may begin 

to join letters. 

 

Composition 

Pupils will write about real events, their own experiences, narratives and poetry. They will write for different purposes. In lessons, they will be 

taught how to plan verbally and by recording ideas, words and new vocabulary, practising sentences before they begin to write a piece. They 

will make simple additions and revisions, checking that their writing makes sense, including checking for errors in spelling, punctuation and 

grammar. Children will be encouraged to read aloud what they have written. 
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  Vocabulary Grammar and Punctuation (Detail in Appendix 2 of  

  Primary National Curriculum in England) 

 

     Pupils will be taught to develop their understanding of concepts and terminology relating to  

     Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation as set out in the Primary National Curriculum in    

     England. 

 

 Children use their knowledge of phonics to spell simple words and learn and practise new spelling patterns and topic vocabulary. New 

spellings are learned each week and children practise these as homework to reinforce learning 

 Grammar and punctuation is taught during Literacy lessons and can be reinforced across the curriculum 

 Children continue to practise handwriting, initially using Read Write Inc and then later using the school scheme9. Once letters are formed 

correctly they learn the basic joins and may begin to adopt a cursive style. Handwriting is practised daily  

 The importance of clear and neat presentation is reinforced both in handwriting and in the production of word processed texts 

 Teachers use Shared and Guided Writing to teach composition, punctuation and grammar skills. Writing is demonstrated, children’s ideas are 

used and scaffolds created to model good practice. Children are guided in the process of gathering information and ideas and are 

encouraged to order, plan, draft and edit their writing 

 Teaching and learning across the curriculum is planned and sequenced to provide stimuli for writing.  Ideas for writing are captured through 

exploration of various topics, media, role play and drama activities where for example, ideas, plot, character, response and feelings are 

explored   

 Group/ class discussion and talk partners are used as stimuli for writing 

                                                 
9 Penpals, Cambridge handwriting scheme is an interactive, progressive programme used in KS1 and KS2 
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 Children in KS1 work towards producing a piece of extended writing each week. This can be a Literacy topic or in another curriculum area 

such as R.E. or science 

 Purposes and opportunities for writing are linked to activities across the curriculum 
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Lower Key Stage 2 and Upper Key Stage 2 

 

Transcription (Detail in Appendix 1 of Primary National Curriculum in England) 

Children will learn further spelling patterns, prefixes and suffixes, homophones and words with silent letters. They will use dictionaries to 

check spelling and thesauruses to find synonyms. 

 

Handwriting and Presentation 

Children will continue to practise their handwriting, increasing their legibility and consistency. They will aim to use a cursive style for extended 

writing tasks and may use un-joined writing for some other tasks – such as labelling a diagram or writing an email address. 

 

Composition 

Pupils will be taught to identify the audience for and purpose of their writing before planning and drafting. They will select appropriate 

grammar and vocabulary and use an increasingly wide range of devices to build cohesion into their writing. Children will evaluate and edit 

their pieces assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing. They will proof- read for grammar, spelling and punctuation errors 

and where appropriate, they will be given opportunities to perform their compositions. 

 

    Vocabulary Grammar and Punctuation (Detail in Appendix 2 of Primary   

    National Curriculum in England) 

     Pupils will continue to develop their understanding of concepts and terminology relating to  

     Vocabulary, grammar and punctuation as set out in the Primary National Curriculum in    

     England. 
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 Children continue to learn and practise new spelling patterns and topic vocabulary. New spellings are learned each week and children 

practise these as homework to reinforce learning 

 Grammar and punctuation is taught during Literacy lessons and can be reinforced across the curriculum 

 Children continue to practise handwriting using the school scheme. Handwriting is practised daily and a progressively fluent cursive script is 

encouraged 

 Teachers use Shared and Guided Writing to develop and extend composition, punctuation and grammar skills across an increasing range: 

narrative writing, informative, persuasive, reviews, personal accounts, reports, poetry and play scripts 

 Teaching and learning is planned and sequenced:  children experience drama and role play; discussion and debate and they analyse a wide 

range of visual and oral forms of communication that provide stimuli for writing 

 Children continue to focus their writing skills and produce pieces of extended writing on a weekly basis. Writing is viewed as a cross-curricular 

activity that occurs within and outside of literacy lessons. Opportunities for practising writing skills are sought, for example, in R.E. and other 

subject work 

 

Writing Competition 

 

In order to raise the standard of writing in school and the profile of children’s writing in the wider community, a writing competition is held each 

year. The competition is open to all children in the school and is judged by the Literacy Leader and the Literacy Governor. A winner from each 

year group is chosen. They receive a prize and their work is celebrated and displayed around  

the school. An overall infant winner and an overall junior winner have their names engraved on the writing competition cup.  
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Home/ School Links 

These links are essential in supporting the development of knowledge, understanding and skills in English. These include: 

 maintaining and monitoring the home reading scheme; 

 providing support in learning spellings (KS1/KS2) and sounds (Foundation Stage) on a weekly basis; 

 homework tasks at KS1 and KS2 which include a range of activities to reinforce work covered in literacy lessons; 

 regular communication with parents through parents’ evenings and informal discussions. 

 

 

 

Assessment and target setting  

In Reception the Foundation Stage Profile (FSP) is the statutory means of recording each child's attainment against the early learning goals and 

identifying their learning needs at the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage. The Foundation Stage Profile is based on teachers’ ongoing 

observations and assessments in all seven areas of learning set out in The Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 

Assessment for English in KS1 is based upon teacher assessment supported by formal standard assessment methods that include phonics 

testing in Y1.  From 2016, in Y2 there are formal standard tests for reading and grammar, punctuation and spelling. In KS2 teacher assessment 

and formal assessment methods are used including SATs in Y6 where there are formal standard tests in reading and grammar, punctuation and 

spelling. At both key stages writing is assessed by teachers. 

 

Teacher assessment is an ongoing process involving, observation, marking of written work, monitoring children’s responses to questions and in 

discussion and formal written tests. 

Children’s written work in English is marked using the Shirley Clarke system (see Marking Policy for detail).  
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In line with the school’s commitment to AFL, children are encouraged to develop their capacity for self-assessment so that they can become 

reflective and self-managing. In KS1 children are involved in setting personal targets for reading and writing and work towards these each term. 

KS2 children are encouraged to engage in self-reflection and develop skills in self-assessment. They take part in mentoring sessions and 

become involved in considering personal targets and identifying the next steps in their learning. In both key stages children are required to 

evaluate some pieces of their own work and that of their peers. 

 

Teachers set targets for English/ Literacy at the beginning of each school term, based on assessment information. Progress towards these 

targets is promoted and monitored through one to one meetings between the pupil and the teacher and the pupil and the head teacher.  

 
 We assess English using  stranded sheets (Durham Education Authority resources)with areas of English broken down for each year group 

from Year 1 to Year 6 (see Appendices 1 and 2. In the Early Years assessments are made against statements in the Early Years Foundation 
Stage curriculum 

 Teachers make a judgement against the statements and record whether a child is Emerging, Developing or Secure within a particular year 
group. 

 This is recorded at the end of each term on the Excel tracking system (called Pupil Progress without Levels) that is located in School 
Documents on the Durham Learning Gateway. 

 From this, data pupil attainment and progress can be calculated and next steps in learning determined. Attainment and Progress of cohorts 
and groups of children can also be analysed using this system. 

 Please refer to the Assessment Policy for further information with regard to points allocated to each grading ;used to monitor pupil progress.   

 

 

 

For further detail of assessment, see Gainford C E Assessment Policy. 

 

Date of Policy Jan 2016 

 

Date for Review  Jan 2018 (2 yearly) 
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Subject Leader – Mrs. Jo Kidd 

Appendix 1 – Assessment without Levels - Reading 

Year 1 

Word Reading 
Applies phonic knowledge to decode word 

Comprehension 
Reading age-appropriate texts 

   

E
m

er
g
in

g
 

   

 reads simple sentences 

 responds with the correct sounds to known  graphemes 

 blends sounds aloud when attempting to read new words 

 re-reads books to develop confidence 

 uses picture clues to help when reading simple texts 

 

 listens to poems, stories and non-fiction making links to own experiences 

 demonstrates understanding when talking with others about what they have read  

 retells key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales through role play 

 answers questions about stories read 

 identifies features of books, e.g. title etc. 

 recognises predictable phrases 

 listens to simple rhymes and poems and joins in with others when reciting them 

D
ev

el
o
p

in
g

 

 reads simple sentences with some fluency 

 responds speedily with the correct sound to known  graphemes 

 applies phonic knowledge to decode words 

 blends sounds in unfamiliar words containing known GPC,  when reading 

 reads known CEW  

 begins to read words containing known GPS and –s,-es, -ing, -ed, -er and –est endings 

 reads words of more than one syllable that contain known GPCs on occasions 

 begins to read words with contractions 

 re-reads books to develop confidence and fluency 

 uses pictures to read and understand the text 

 listens to and discusses poems, stories and non-fiction, making links to own experiences 

and offering opinions about them 

 talks about books, using own knowledge and information provided by the teacher 

 retells key stories, fairy stories and traditional tales orally in simple sentences 

 joins in with predictable phrases 

 begins to make simple inferences (from pictures, objects, stories) 
 talks about the meaning of unfamiliar words 

 learns to appreciate simple rhymes and recites these by heart 

 begins to distinguish between fact and fiction 

 notices when reading does not make sense 

 shows an understanding of what has been read, drawing on own knowledge or information 

provided by the teacher 
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S
ec

u
re

 
 reads aloud books  that are consistent with developing phonic knowledge 

 responds speedily with the correct sound to graphemes for all 40+ phonemes 

including, where appropriate, alternative sounds for graphemes 

 reads accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that 

have been taught 

 reads CEW with some fluency and begins to notice unusual correspondences 

between spelling and sound and where these occur in a  word 

 reads words containing known GPS and –s,-es, -ing, -ed, -er and –est endings 

 reads words of more than one syllable that contain known GPCs 

 reads words with contractions 

 begins to take account of punctuation when reading 

 begins to use context clues to help reading for meaning 

 re-reads books to develop confidence, fluency and expression 

 listens to and discusses a wide range of poems, stories and non-fiction at a level 

beyond which can be read independently 

 links what they hear or read to their own experiences 

 retells stories they have read, heard and discussed using appropriate vocabulary  

 talks about what is read to them, taking turns and listening to others. Expresses opinions 

based on these 

 explains understanding of what they have read 

 talks about particular characteristics of different types of stories 

 talks about the significance of the title and events 

 makes inferences on the basis of what is read 

 makes simple predictions 

 learns and appreciate rhymes and poems and can recite some by heart 

 discusses word meanings, making links to known words 

 retells, using significant events and main points in sequence 

 reads checking texts make sense and correcting inaccurate reading 

 Working at greater depth within Year 1 

Exhibits skills with confidence and independence 

 

Year 2 

Word Reading 
Applies phonic knowledge to decode word 

Comprehension 
Reading age-appropriate texts 

   

E
m

er
g
in

g
 

   

 reads aloud books closely matched to phonic knowledge, building unfamiliar words with 

increased accuracy and without undue hesitation  

 reads all known graphemes 

 reads unfamiliar words containing known GPCs  accurately and without needing to sound out   

 reads accurately words that have been encountered frequently 

 reads known CEW fluently  

 segments words into syllables to aid decoding 

 uses punctuation to aid reading with expression 

 notices when reading does not make sense and attempts to self-correct 

 listens to and talks about a wide range of contemporary and classic poetry, stories and non-

fiction  

 retells a range of story in sequence 

 answers questions about books read and shared 

 finds and retrieves literal information 

 begins to ask simple questions about books read and shared 

 recognises simple recurring language in poems and stories 

 makes plausible predictions 

 distinguishes between fact and fiction 

 shows some awareness of text features 

D
ev

el
o
p

in
g

 

 reads aloud books closely matched to phonic knowledge, accurately building unfamiliar words 
without prompting 

 reads familiar words without overt sounding and blending 

 reads words of 2 or more syllables 

 reads CEW fluently taking note of unusual correspondences between spelling and sounds and where 

these occur in words  

 uses punctuation to read with increased expression 

 notices when reading does not make  sense and self-corrects 

 asks and answers questions about books read and shared 

 makes simple inferences using evidence from the text 

 talks about new vocabulary and offers suggestions about the meaning based on the context 

 discusses favourite words and phrases 

 explains how items of information are related and discusses sequence of events 

 makes plausible predictions, using evidence from the text 

 begins to skim and scan 

 talks about how to choose a book to read 
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S
ec

u
re

 
 applies phonic knowledge and skills consistently to decode age-appropriate texts accurately and 

without undue hesitation 

 sounds out unfamiliar words accurately, without undue hesitation 

 automatic decoding, using phonics, is embedded and reading is fluent 

 recognises and effortlessly decodes alternative sounds for graphemes 

 reads accurately words of two or more syllables, containing known graphemes 

 recognises and effortlessly decodes most CEW 

 reads most words quickly and  accurately, without overt sounding and blending, when they 

have been encountered frequently 

 reads words containing common suffixes 

 reads age-appropriate texts with fluency and confidence 

 notices when reading does not make sense and takes appropriate action 

 begins to use expression and intonation to engage a listener, when reading aloud 

 self-corrects and re-reads to make ensure fluency and meaning 

 regards reading as a pleasurable activity 

 identifies sequences of events in texts and offers simple explanations of how items of information 
relate to one another 

 demonstrates familiarity with, and can retell, a wide range of stories, fairy stories and traditional 
tales 

 recognises and understands the different structures of non-fiction books that have been 
introduced 

 shares favourite words and phrases, and clarifies the meaning of new words through discussion, 
and by making links to known vocabulary 

 learns and recites a repertoire of poems by heart, using appropriate intonation to help make the 
meaning clear 

 demonstrates understanding of what is read independently, or listened to, by drawing on own 
knowledge, and information and vocabulary provided 

 constructs meaning whilst reading independently, self-correcting where the sense of the text is 
lost 

 makes inferences on what has been read 

 asks and answers questions appropriately, including those based on inference of what is said and 
done 

 makes predictions on the basis of what has been read so far 

 participates in discussions , offering opinions and explanations for these about books, poems and 
other materials 

 exercises choice in selecting books 

 Working at greater depth within Year Exhibits skills with confidence and independence 

 

Year 3 

Word Reading 
Applies phonic knowledge to decode words.  

Comprehension 
Reading age-appropriate texts 

Participates in discussions about books 

   

E
m

er
g
in

g
 

   

 uses a range of strategies when reading aloud when prompted 

 reads age-appropriate texts at a speed which allows focus on 

understanding as opposed to decoding individual words 

 experiments with different pronunciations when reading 

unfamiliar, longer words  

 makes good approximations of a word’s pronunciation 

 

 listens to, and discusses, a wide range of fiction poetry, plays, non-fiction, textbooks and 

reference books 

 reads independently and can talk about what has been read 

 makes inferences from texts and can explain these 

 identifies the main points of a text 

 makes predictions based on evidence from the text and can explain these 

 recognises that books are structured in different ways for different audiences and purposes 
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D
ev

el
o
p

in
g

 
 begins to use a range of strategies when reading independently 

 self-corrects using the appropriate strategies 

 discusses meaning of new words based on understanding of 

root words, prefixes and suffixes 

 begins to read ahead looking for clues to determine meaning 

 begins to read silently for short periods of time 

 reads books that are structured in different ways  

 begins to ask questions to improve understanding of the text 

 recognises the author makes choices regarding the vocabulary used 

 discusses words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination 

 recognises that authors make choices regarding the layout of text / information 

 explains how the structure of a text has impact on the reader 

 begins to recognise different forms of poetry 

 selects books based on awareness of reading preferences 

S
ec

u
re

 

 reads a range of texts with fluency, understanding and expression 

 talks about different strategies that can be used to help make sense 

of reading 

 begins to select the most effective strategy  

 self-corrects without prompting when necessary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 reads silently for longer periods of time 

 reads for a range of purposes 

 checks reading makes sense 

 talks about their understanding and tries to explain the meaning of words in context 

 reads and discusses a variety of text types 

 talks about personal likes and dislikes of books read and, when prompted, can support these views 

and opinions with reasons 

 asks questions to improve understanding of the text 

 infers reasons for action and events 

 identifies words and phrases used to create mood and tension 

 offers reasons for authors’ choice of vocabulary  

 begins to summarise what has been read 

 picks out key points when sequencing fiction 

 offers explanation for layout or organisational features used within a text 

 makes comparisons between stories and between non-fiction texts comparing like with like 

 identifies some different forms of poetry 

 prepares poetry to be read aloud 

 
Mastery is Working at greater depth within Y3 and exhibits skills with confidence an independence 

 

 

Year 4 

Word Reading 
 

Comprehension 
Reading age-appropriate texts 

Participates in discussions about books 
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 reads a range of texts with fluency, understanding and expression, 

independently selecting an appropriate strategy 

 

 talks about books read, offering opinions and synopsises – at times with prompts 

 retrieves and records information from non-fiction texts 

 begins to draw inferences re. characters’ thoughts, feelings and motives from their actions 

 summarises main points of stories / information within a paragraph 

 recognises the purpose, form and audience of a text 

 identifies and comments on author viewpoints 

 begins to read a range of different forms of poetry 

 begins to prepare readings to be presented to audiences 

D
ev

el
o
p

in
g

 

 reads a range of texts with fluency, understanding and expression 

selecting the most effective strategy 

 reads further CEW words 

 talks about books read, offering opinions and synopsises  

 begins to recognise occurring themes or conventions linked to text types 

 expands and explains answers to questions based on texts read 

 makes reference to texts when answering questions 

 justifies inferences with evidence 

 picks out vocabulary / phrases used for impact and effect 

 identifies main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph and can summarise these 

 predicts what might happen from details stated and implied 

 names some key children’s authors 

 reads aloud with increasing confidence 

 chooses books based on knowledge of author, text type and purpose of reading 

S
ec

u
re

 

 reads most words effortlessly at a speaking pace 

 Uses knowledge of phonics, root words, suffixes and prefixes to 

determine pronunciation and meaning of unfamiliar words 

 reads further CEW noting unusual correspondences between 

spelling and sound and where these occur in words 

 reads aloud with appropriate volume 

 

 reads a wide range of fiction and no- fiction, including poetry. 

 talks confidently about a wide range of books read, retelling narratives, summarising information and  

offering opinions  

 talks about themes and conventions when discussing books 

 understands the different reasons for reading – for pleasure / to find information, for example 

 uses the structure of books to navigate around texts 

 selects books based on own reading experiences and preferences 

 talks about known authors 

 reads independently with sustained concentration 

 offers inferences and predictions and explains rationale behind these, making reference to the text 

as appropriate 

 identifies how language, structure and presentation contributes to meaning 

 recognises different forms of poetry 

 prepares poems and play-scripts to be read aloud and performed showing understanding of 

intonation, tone and volume 

 talks about their own reading and reading choices 

 Working at greater depth within Year 4 Exhibits skills with confidence and independence 

 

Year 5 

Word Reading 
Applies phonic knowledge to decodes words 

Comprehension 
Reading wide range of age-appropriate texts 
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 reads at a reasonable speaking pace 

 reads most words effortlessly 

 pronounces unfamiliar words with automaticity 

 reads longer books with sustained interest 

 groups books according to theme or convention 

 recognises when unsure of word meaning / pronunciation and requests help 

 begins to show empathy/understanding with characters’ motives and behaviours 

 infers meaning of unfamiliar words from context 

 infers characters’ thoughts feelings and motives 

 summarises and presents stories in own words 

D
ev

el
o
p

in
g

 

 develops confidence when reading aloud  recognises an increasingly wide range  of books including myths, legends, 

modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage and stories from other 

cultures 

 talks about favourite authors and types of books, giving reasons for preferences  

 asks questions to enhance understanding of the text 

 retrieves information from a text, using efficient and effective methods 

 recognises author’s viewpoint 

 uses inference and predictions to support reading 

 begins to identify descriptive and figurative language that has been used for 

effect 

 summarises main idea from more than one paragraph 

S
ec

u
re

 

 reads aloud with appropriate volume and expression to make 

meaning clear to the audience 

 reads an increasingly wide range of books 

 selects books based on reading experiences and knowledge of books 

 distinguishes between fact and opinion in non-fiction reading 

 explains the effect and impact of author viewpoint  

 discusses author’s use of language for impact and effect using technical terms 

(figurative language, similes, imagery, analogy, metaphor etc.) 

 begins to make comparisons across and between books 

 begins to show the influence of reading in writing 

 builds up a repertoire of poems that are known by heart 

 prepares poems and plays to read aloud 

 

Working at greater depth within Year 5 Exhibits skills with confidence and independence 

 

 

 

Year 6 

Word Reading 
Applies phonic knowledge to decodes words 

Comprehension 
Reading wide range of age-appropriate texts  
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  recognises reoccurring themes and conventions across a range of texts 

 participates actively in discussion about books 

 discusses how authors use language, including figurative language and how this impacts 

on the reader  

 summarises main idea from more than one paragraph 

 uses elements taken from reading in own writing 

D
ev

el
o
p

in
g

 

  retrieves information effectively using organisational features 

 records and presents information from non-fiction texts 

 identifies how punctuation is used for impact and effect 

 recognises authorial techniques and styles and can explain how authors use these to create particular 

moods and effects 

 distinguishes between statements of fact and opinion; and in non-fiction.  
 discusses and evaluates author’s use of language and its impact on the reader 

 explains author’s organisation of a text  

 asks questions to enhance understanding of the text.  

 

S
ec

u
re

 

 reads confidently, fluently and effortlessly a range of age-

appropriate texts including novels, plays, poetry, non-fiction, 

reference and text books  

 determines meaning of new words by applying knowledge of 

root words, suffixes and prefixes  

 demonstrates appropriate intonation, tone and volume when 

reading aloud text, plays and poetry  to make meaning clear to 

the audience  

 demonstrates a positive attitude to reading by frequently reading for pleasure, both fiction and non-
fiction.  

 reads and demonstrates familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends and traditional 
stories, modern fiction and fiction from literary heritage, and books from other cultures and traditions).  

 recommends books to others based on own reading preferences, giving reasons for choice.  

 knows a wide range of poetry by heart.  

 explains how language, structure, and presentation, can contribute to the meaning of a text.  

 identifies themes and conventions demonstrating, through discussion and comment, understanding of 
their use in and across a wide range of writing. 

 draws on contextual evidence to make sense of what is read, and participates in discussion to explore 
words with different meanings.  

 comments on how language, including figurative language, is used to contribute to meaning.  

 makes  comparisons within and across different texts.  

 draws inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their actions, and 
justifying inferences with evidence.  

 makes predictions based on details stated and implied.  

 identifies key details that support main ideas, and uses them to summarise content drawn from more 
than one paragraph.  

 expresses views formed through independent reading and books that are read to them, explaining and 
justifying personal opinions, and courteously challenging those of others.  

 explains and discusses understanding of what has been read, including through formal presentations 
and debates,  

 

 

Working at greater depth within Year 6 Exhibits skills with confidence and independence 

Appendix 2 – Assessment without Levels - Writing 

Year 1 
                         COMPOSITION  TRANSCRIPTION 

V.G.P Writing Process Spelling Handwriting 



                                                                                                                                                                 26 

 

   

E
m

er
g
in

g
 

 

  

 composes phrases and sentences orally 

 speaks in sentences 

 shows an awareness of how full stops are used in 

writing or reading 

 organises writing correctly (top to bottom, left to 

right) 

 writing may need some mediation 

 sequences short narratives orally and pictorially 

based on real and fictional experiences 

 says out loud what is going to be written 

about 

 

 vc words 

 cvc words (short and long vowels) 

 words with adjacent consonants 

 some CEW / HFW 

 words ending ff ll ss zz ck 

 words with the /ng/ sound  (n 

before k) 

 names the letters of the alphabet 

in order 

 sits correctly 

at the table 

and holds a 

pencil 

comfortably 

and correctly 

 distinguishes 

between lower 

case letters 

and capital 

letters 

D
ev

el
o
p

in
g

 

 composes phrases and sentences orally and 

attempts to replicate them in writing (little 

mediation needed) 

 uses capital letters and full stops at times 

 begins to use capital letters for names 

 recognises basic punctuation, question marks and 

exclamation marks in print 

 understands that and can join words and 

sentences 

 

 begins to write short narratives based on real and 

fictional experiences 

 includes a simple beginning,  middle and end in 

writing 

 discusses what they have written with the 

teacher or other pupils 

 words with consonant digraphs 

and some vowel diagraphs/ 

trigraphs 

 alternative vowel phonemes 

(/ay//ai//a_e/) 

 new consonant spellings ph and  

wh 

 words ending in –y 

 majority of CEW / HFW 

 begins to spell the singular 

plural of words 

 divides words into syllables 

 uses 

knowledge of 

handwriting 

‘families’ to 

begin to form 

letters 

correctly 

 spaces 

evident 

between 

words 

S
ec

u
re

 

 writes a sentence that makes sense using  capital 

letters and full stops 

 uses and to join words and clauses 

 sequences sentences to form short narratives 

 uses capital letters for names of people, 

places, days of the week and the personal 

pronoun I 

 begins to use question marks and exclamation 

marks in writing 

 uses some descriptive language 

 writes short narratives based on real and fictional 

experiences 

 uses a simple plan (e.g. storyboard, flowchart) 

 re-reads what has been written to check it 

makes sense 

 makes simple changes to writing where 

suggested 

 reads aloud own writing clearly enough to be 

heard by peers and the teacher 

 

 

 

Mastery is working at a greater depth within Year 

1 and exhibits skills with confidence and 

independence 

 compound words 

 days of the week 

 numbers to 20 

 words ending in tch 

 plurals of nouns and verbs  

adding –s and –es to words 

 verbs where no change is needed 

to the root word 

 adding endings –ing –ed –er 

 adjectives where no change is 

needed to the root word 

 adding -er and –est 

 words with the addition of the 

prefix un- 

 Y1 CEW / HFW 

 phonetically plausible attempts of 

new words 

 begins to 

form lower 

case letters in 

the correct 

direction 

starting and 

finishing in 

the right 

place 

 forms capital 

letters 

correctly 

 

Year 2 
                         COMPOSITION  TRANSCRIPTION 

V.G.P Writing Process Spelling Handwriting 
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 uses coordinating conjunctions (joining words) 

and, or, but, so 

 uses question marks and exclamation marks in 

writing 

 uses simple adjectives for description 

 understands and uses the terms noun, verb and 

adjective 

 uses basic layout conventions in different forms 

of writing 

 plans out loud what is going to be written 

 creates simple plans to support writing 

 makes simple changes to writing where 

appropriate 

 proof-reads own writing to check for basic 

errors 

 words with the /n/ sound spelt kn 

and gn at the beginning of words 

 words with the /r/ sound spelt wr 

at the beginning of words 

 words with the /j/ sound spelt as 

ge and dge and g 

 words with the /s/ sound spelt c 

before e i y 

 adding –ing, -ed, -er, -est, -y to 

words ending in e with a 

consonant before it 

 begins to select correct GPCs in 

spelling 

 forms lower 

case letters of 

the correct 

size relative 

to one 

another 

D
ev

el
o
p

in
g

 

 begins to use subordinating conjunctions (joining 

words) when, if, because, as 

 begins to use past and present tense correctly 

 uses commas in lists 

 uses apostrophe for contraction 

 understands and uses the term adverb 

 begins to use adverbs in writing 

 develops stamina to write at increasing length 

 writes down key ideas and words (inc. some 

new vocabulary drawn from listening to, and 

talking about, whole books to develop plans) 

 considers word choice, grammar and punctuation 

 re-reads own writing to check for sense, basic 

errors and meaning 

 reads aloud writing with appropriate 

intonation to make meaning clear 

 words with contractions 

 words ending in –le,- el, -al and –il 

 adding –ies to nouns and verbs 

ending in y 

 adding –ed, -ing, -er, -est to a 

root word ending in y with a 

consonant before it 

 selects correct GPCs in spelling 

 words with the suffix –ly 

 uses –ly to turn adjectives into 

adverbs 

 handwriting is 

legible with 

almost all 

lower case 

letters and 

capital letters 

accurately  

and 

consistently 

formed and of 

the correct 

size and 

orientation  

S
ec

u
re

 

 recognises and writes (grammatically correct) 

different types of sentences: statements, 

questions, commands and exclamations 

 understands and uses coordinating and 

subordinating conjunctions to construct and 

extend sentences 

 uses the past and present tense correctly 

throughout writing inc. the progressive form 

 uses capital letters for proper nouns accurately 

 uses a range of punctuation almost always 

correctly – full stops, question marks, 

exclamation marks, commas in lists, 

apostrophe for contraction and apostrophe 

for singular possession 

 uses expanded noun phrases, adjectives and 

adverbs for description and specification 

 writes narratives about personal experiences 

and those of others (real and fictional) 

 writes for different purposes (including 

poetry) 

 uses plans to support writing  

 links ideas and events using strategies to create 

‘flow’ 

 evaluates the effective use of word choice, 

grammar and punctuation 

 makes appropriate additions, revisions and 

corrections 

 proof reads to check for errors in spelling, 

grammar and punctuation 

 re-reads writing to check for correct and 

consistent tense 

 evaluates writing with teachers and peers 

 uses phonic knowledge to spell 

simple monosyllabic and 

polysyllabic words 

 Y2 CEW / HFW 

 spells frequently used 

homophones / near homophones 

 words using the possessive 

apostrophe (singular nouns) 

 adding –ing, -ed, -er, -est and –y 

to words of one syllable ending 

in a single letter after a short 

vowel 

 words with the suffixes –ment,      

-ness, -ful and –less 

 words ending in –tion 

 recognises own spelling errors and 

makes some attempt to correct 

these 

 compound  nouns 

 words are 

almost always 

appropriately 

and 

consistently 

spaced in 

relation to the 

size of the 

letters 

 some 

diagonal and 

horizontal 

strokes are 

used to join 

letters 

 

 Working at greater depth within Year 2Exhibits skills with confidence and independence 
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Year 3 
                         COMPOSITION  TRANSCRIPTION 

V.G.P Writing Process Spelling Handwriting 
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 uses a wide range of conjunctions to join 

sentences and develop ideas 

 varies sentence openers 

 uses pronouns to avoid repetition 

 uses a range of punctuation with increasing 

accuracy – full stops, question marks, 

exclamation marks, commas in lists, apostrophe 

for contraction and apostrophe for singular 

possession   

 uses a or an according to whether the next 

word begins with a consonant or a vowel  

 begins to select words for effect 

 begins to use paragraphs to group related 

material 

 uses a range of planning strategies and tools 

 becomes more aware of the audience and 

purpose of different types of writing 

 discusses and records ideas 

 words with the /ai/ sound spelt 

ei, eigh or ey 

 words containing the /u/ sound 

spelt ou 

 adding suffixes beginning with 

vowel letters to words of more 

than one syllable (words ending 

with a single consonant preceded 

by a short vowel double the 

consonant before adding ing) 
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 begins to use apostrophe for plural possession 

 begins to use inverted commas to punctuate 

direct speech 

 understands main clauses 

 selects words for effect to support purpose and 

engage readers’ interests 

 uses headings and sub-headings to aid 

presentation 

 writes for a range of real purposes and audiences 

as part of their work across the curriculum 

 reads aloud own writing using appropriate 

intonation 

 

 the /i/ sound spelt y elsewhere 

than at the of words  

 possessive apostrophe with 

regular plural words 

 words using prefixes; un-, dis-, 

mis-,  in-,  im-, il-, ir-, re-, sub-, 

inter-, super-, anti-, auto- 

 formation of nouns using a 

range of prefixes, such as super-, 

anti-, auto- 

S
ec

u
re

 

 expresses time, place and cause using; 

- conjunctions (e.g. when, before, after, while, so, 

because) 

- adverbs (e.g. then, next, soon, therefore) 

- prepositions (e.g. before, after, during, in, because, 

of) 

 begins to understand subordinate clauses 

 uses a range of punctuation accurately and effectively  

- full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, 

commas in lists, apostrophe for contraction, 

apostrophe for singular possession and inverted 

commas for direct speech 

 uses the present perfect form of verbs instead of 

the simple past  

 uses a varied and rich vocabulary 

 structures and organises writing with a 

beginning, middle and end across a range of text 

types 

 uses texts similar to those that they are 

planning to write, to understand and learn 

from its structure 

 assesses the effectiveness of own and others’ 

writing 

 proof reads for spelling, grammar and 

punctuation errors and self-corrects 

 spells some words from the 

National Curriculum word list 

for Years 3 and 4 

 begins to use a dictionary to 

check spellings 

 can spell words using knowledge 

of word family  

 uses diagonal 

and 

horizontal 

strokes to 

join letters 

and 

understands 

which letters 

when 

adjacent to 

one another 

or best left 

unjoined. 

 Working at greater depth within Year 3 Exhibits skills with confidence and independence 

 

 

Year 4 
                         COMPOSITION  TRANSCRIPTION 

V.G.P Writing Process Spelling Handwriting 
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 uses fronted adverbials 

 uses apostrophes for singular and plural 

possession 

 understands the grammatical difference 

between plural and possessive -s 

 uses noun phrases expanded by the addition 

of modifying adjectives, nouns and 

prepositional phrases 

 uses appropriate choice of pronoun/noun 

within and across sentences to aid cohesion 

 proof reads for spelling, grammar and 

punctuation errors  and self-corrects as the 

writing develops 

 further homophones and near 

homophones 

 words using suffixes: -ly, -ation, 

 -ous 

 words with endings sounding 

/shun/: -tion, -sion, -ssion, -cian 

 words ending with –sure and        

-ture 
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 becomes increasingly aware of subordinate 

clauses and experiments with their position in 

sentences 

 uses commas to demarcate fronted adverbials 

 uses Standard English when writing to ensure 

grammatical accuracy (I seen / I saw) 

 uses vocabulary which is appropriate to task, 

audience and purpose 

 attempts to make simple links between 

paragraphs 

 plans effectively for a range of writing  

 decisions about writing are based on awareness 

of audience and purpose 

 proposes changes to grammar and vocabulary 

to improve consistency 

 reads aloud their own writing to a group or 

the whole class, using appropriate intonation 

and controls the tone and volume so that 

meaning is clear 

 words with the /k/ sound spelt ch 

(Greek in origin)  

 words with the /sh/ sound spelt 

ch (mostly French in origin 

 words ending with the /g/ sound 

spelt –gue and the /k/ sound spelt 

–que (French in origin)  

 words with the /s/ sound spelt sc 

(Latin in origin)  

 

S
ec

u
re

 

 uses subordinate clauses and fronted 

adverbials which are correctly punctuated 

using commas 

 punctuates direct speech correctly, using 

commas after reporting clause and new 

speaker,  new line 

 identifies parts of speech (now including 

possessive pronouns and determiners) 

 writes with grammatical accuracy 

 uses a varied and rich vocabulary and a wider 

range of conjunctions in an  increasing range 

of sentence structures (simple, compound and 

complex) 

 creates settings, characters and plot in 

narratives 

 writes non-narratives using appropriate 

organisational devices 

 organises paragraphs around a theme 

 discusses writing similar to that which they 

are planning to write, in order to learn from 

its structure, vocabulary and grammar 

 assesses the effectiveness of their own and 

others’ writing and suggests improvements 

 possessive apostrophes with 

irregular plurals 

 spell words from the National 

Curriculum word list for Years 

3 and 4 

 use the first 2 or 3 letters of a 

word to check its spelling in a 

dictionary 

 writes with a 

legible and 

consistent 

handwriting 

style (e.g. by 

ensuring the 

down strokes 

of letters are 

parallel 

equidistant; 

that lines of 

writing are 

spaced 

sufficiently so 

that ascenders 

and 

descenders of 

letters do not 

touch) 

 Working at greater depth within Year 4 Exhibits skills with confidence and independence 

 

Year 5 
                         COMPOSITION  TRANSCRIPTION 

V.G.P Writing Process Spelling Handwriting 
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 uses relative clauses with/without a relative 

pronoun 

 selects words for effect to support purpose and 

engage readers’ interest 

 

 begins to build paragraphs around a topic 

sentence  

 demonstrates growing awareness of audience and 

purpose 

 begins to develop characters and settings through 

selection of effective vocabulary 

 summarises a paragraph 

 considers the impact and effect of vocabulary 

and grammar choices when re-reading own and 

others’  writing 

 uses  a thesaurus 

 words containing the letter-

string ough 

 

D
ev

el
o
p

in
g

 

 uses modal verbs to indicate degrees of 

possibility 

 uses brackets, dashes and commas to 

demarcate relative clauses  

 uses a thesaurus to refine word choice 

 links ideas across paragraphs using 

adverbials of time (e.g. later), place (e.g. 

nearby) and number (e.g. secondly) or tense 

choices (e.g. he had seen her before)  

 selects appropriate formats and forms to suit 

audience and purpose 

 uses own reading, what is listened to and what 

is seen as models  to support the development 

of character, setting and atmosphere 

 edits own work and offers suggestions to others 

to improve the impact and effect of writing 

 proof reads own work for spelling and 

punctuation errors 

 words with the /ee/ sound spelt ei 

after c  

 converting nouns or adjectives 

into verbs using suffixes (e.g.        

–ate, -ise, ify) 

 verb prefixes (e.g. dis-, de-, mis-, 

over- and re-) 

S
ec

u
re

 

 uses modal verbs and adverbs to indicate 

degrees of possibility 

 uses brackets, dashes and commas to indicate 

parenthesis 

 uses commas to clarify meaning or avoid 

ambiguity 

 chooses vocabulary to complement purpose 

 identifies the audience for, and purpose of, the 

writing, selecting the appropriate form and 

uses other similar writing as models for their 

own 

 uses devices to build cohesion within and 

across paragraphs  

 shows a growing awareness of how authors 

develop character and setting, including through 

the use of dialogue 

 begins to précis longer passages 

 makes effective changes when editing own and 

others’ work   

 spells some words from the 

National Curriculum word list for 

Years 5 and 6 

 uses the first 3 or 4 letters of a 

word to check spelling, meaning 

or both of these in a dictionary 

 words ending in –able and –ible 

 words ending in –ably and –ibly 

 knows what 

standard of 

handwriting is 

appropriate for 

a particular 

task i.e. notes, 

final versions, 

labelling a 

diagram, 

filling in 

forms 

 Working at greater depth within Year 5 Exhibits skills with confidence and independence 

 

 

Year 6 
                         COMPOSITION  TRANSCRIPTION 

V.G.P Writing Process Spelling Handwriting 
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 identifies the subject and object within a 

sentence 

 uses colons to introduce a list and semi colons 

within lists 

 understands how words are related by 

meaning as synonyms and antonyms 

 notes and develops initial ideas, drawing on 

reading and research where necessary 

 uses further organisational and presentational 

devices to structure texts and guide the reader  

 describes settings, character and atmosphere 

to good effect selecting appropriate 

vocabulary and grammar 

 suggests changes to vocabulary, grammar and 

punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 

meaning 

 assesses the effectiveness of their own and 

others’ writing 

 homophones and other words 

that are often confused  

 uses a thesaurus efficiently and 

effectively  
 

 

D
ev
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o
p

in
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 knows the difference between the active and 

passive voice 

 varies length, structure and subject of sentences 

to extend meaning and interest the reader 

 punctuates bullet points consistently 

 uses hyphens to avoid ambiguity 

 uses expanded noun phrases to convey 

complicated information concisely 

 

 writes making conscious links to reading 

 links ideas across paragraphs using a wider 

range of cohesive devices (e.g. repetition of a 

word or phrase, grammatical connections e.g. 

the use of adverbials such as, on the other 

hand, in contrast, or as a consequence), and 

ellipsis  

 integrates dialogue to convey character and 

advance action 

 précises longer passages 

 evaluates own and others writing and edits as 

appropriate 

 words with the ending /shus/ 

spelt -cious or  -tious 

 words with the ending /shul/ 

spelt -cial or -tial 

 words with the endings –ant,   -

ance/-ancy, -ent, -ence/-ency 

 adding suffixes beginning with 

vowel letters to words ending in 

–fer (the r is doubled if the –fer 

is still stressed when the ending 

is added. The r is not doubled if 

the –fer is no longer stressed)  

S
ec

u
re

 

 uses the passive voice to effect the 

presentation of information in a sentence 

 uses colons, semi colons and dashes  to mark 

boundaries between independent clauses 

 uses a full range of punctuation appropriately 

and effectively to vary pace/create atmosphere 

including ellipsis 

 demonstrates appropriate use of vocabulary 

and grammar to suit both formal and 

informal situations and recognises the 

subjunctive form 

 makes appropriate choices of grammar and 

vocabulary to clarify meaning including use of a 

thesaurus 

 

 writes for a range of purposes and audiences 

 uses suitable forms with appropriate features for 

different text types 

 introduces, develops and concludes paragraphs 

appropriately  

 ensures the consistent and correct use of tense 

throughout a piece of writing  

 uses drafting to make appropriate choices in 

grammar and vocabulary to clarify and 

enhance meaning  

 précises longer passages appropriately 

 proof reads writing for wider audience to 

ensure accuracy of spelling and punctuation 

 spells words from the National 

Curriculum word list for Years 

5 and 6 

 uses the full range of spelling 

rules and patterns as listed in 

English Programme of Study for 

Key Stage 1 and 2 accurately 

 words using a hyphen to link a 

prefix to a route word  

 words with silent letters (i.e. 

letters whose presence cannot be 

predicted from the 

pronunciation of the word) 

 writes legibly 

and fluently 

and with 

increasingly 

efficient 

speed 

 knows which 

letters join 

and which 

writing 

implement is 

best suited to 

a task 

Appendix 3 – English in the Long Term Planning 
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Reception Long Term Planning  
 A 1 A 2 Sp1 Sp 2 Su 1 Su 2 

 LOOSE TOPICS WHICH CAN BE USED AS A STARTING POINT BEFORE CHILDRENS’ INTERESTS ARE USED TO 

INFORM THE MAJORITY OF THE LEARNING. 

First year OURSELVES 

JOURNEYS 

STORIES AND 

CELEBRATIONS 

DINOSAURS GROWTH AND 

CHANGE 

SPACE CASTLES 

Second year FAMILIES AND 

UNDERSEA 

WORLDS 

MAGICAL ME  TOYS HIGH IN 

THE SKY 
BUILDINGS  BEACHES  

 ALL 6 AREAS OF LEARNING TAUGHT THROUGH THE FOLLOWING 12 ‘WORKSHOPS’. ALL WORKSHOPS HAVE 

PLANNING FOR BOTH INDOOR AND OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES. (SEE ADDITIONAL LTP SHEETS) 

1. Book 

2. Construction 

3. Creative 

4. Exploration and Investigation  

5. ICT / Technology 

6. Malleable 

7. Mark Making 

8. Music 

9. Role Play 

10. Sand 

11. Small World 

12.  Water 

 

  

Communication, Language 

and Literacy 

(EYFS and elements 

taken from Literacy 

Element of Revised 

Primary Strategy) 

Mathematics 

 
(EYFS and elements 

taken from Numeracy 

Element of Revised 

Primary Strategy) 

Creative 
(EYFS and  also much of  

Music is  

LCP Scheme which is 

based on QCA)) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
YEAR 1/2 CURRICULUM MAP (Year 1 of 2 ) 

 Autumn – Fire-The Great Fire 
of London  (H) 

Spring – Houses and Homes-where 
I live (G) 

Summer – Oceans and Seas  
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 Word reading Phonic programme e.g.  Read Write Inc /Action words  

 
Comprehension Texts include :  poetry, key stories, traditional stories, fairy stories and non fiction (NC p 21) 

W
ri

ti
n

g 

Transcription Phonics / Spelling programme ( NC Appendix 1) 
Composition 

 
Short narratives (NC p 24) 

VGP NC Appendix 2 

Speaking and 
Listening 

12 Statutory statements  (NC p 17) 

 
YEAR  1 / 2 CURRICULUM MAP ( year 2 rolling programme) 

 Autumn – Animals (S) Spring – Clothes Then and Now  
Summer – Fighting Fit 
(S)/Famous People (H) 

R
e

ad
in

g 

 

Word reading Phonic programme e.g. Read Write Inc /action words  
 

Comprehension Texts include : poetry ( contemporary and classic), traditional stories, fairy stories, non fiction texts   (NC p 28) 

W
ri
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n

g 

Transcription Phonics / Spelling programme ( NC Appendix 1) 
Composition 

 
Writing : Narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and fictional) ; about real events; poetry 
and for different purposes (NC p 31) 

VGP NC Appendix 2 

Speaking and 
Listening 

12 Statutory statements  (NC p 17) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 3 /4 CURRICULUM MAP(Year 1 of 2) 

 Autumn – Once upon a Time (L) Spring – UK (G) Summer – Ancient Egypt (H) 
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Word reading NC Appendix 1   (NC p 35) 

Comprehension Texts include : wide range of fiction (including fairy stories and myths and legends), poetry, plays, non fiction 
texts and reference books / text books and dictionaries  (NC  p35/36) 

W
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n
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Transcription Spelling programme ( NC Appendix 1) 

Composition 
 

Writing : narrative and non-narrative (NC p 39)  

VGP NC Appendix 2 

Speaking and 
Listening 

12 Statutory statements  (NC p 17) 

 

YEAR 3/4 CURRICULUM MAP (Year 2 of 2 ) 

 Autumn Ancient Greece Spring – Romans (H) Summer – North East (G) 

R
e
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in

g 
 

 

Word reading NC Appendix 1   (NC p 35) 
Comprehension Texts include : wide range of fiction (including fairy stories and myths and legends), poetry, plays, non fiction texts 

and reference books / text books and dictionaries  (NC p 35/36) 

W
ri

ti
n

g 

Transcription Spelling programme ( NC Appendix 1) 
Composition 

 
Writing : narrative and non narrative (NC p 39)  

VGP NC Appendix 2 

Speaking and 
listening 

12 Statutory statements  (NC p 17) 
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YEAR 5/6 CURRICULUM MAP (Year 1 of 2) 

 Autumn – World War Spring – Go for Green Summer –Vikings and Anglo 
Saxons 

R
e

ad
in

g 
 

 

Word reading NC Appendix 1   (NC p 43) 
Comprehension Texts include : wide range of fiction (including fairy stories, myths and legends, modern fiction, fiction from 

our literary heritage and books from other cultures and traditions), poetry, plays, non-fiction texts and 
reference books / text books   (NC p 43) 

W
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ti
n

g 

Transcription Spelling programme ( NC Appendix 1) 
Composition 

 
Writing focusing on audience, purpose and form (NC p 47/48) 

VGP NC Appendix 2 

 
YEAR 5/6 CURRICULUM MAP (2 of 2) 

 

 Autumn – The Americas (H) Spring – Rainforests? Summer – Street Child –Victorians 
(L) 

R
e
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in

g 
 

Word reading NC Appendix 1   (NC p 43) 

Comprehensi
on 

Texts include : wide range of fiction (including fairy stories, myths and legends, modern fiction, fiction from our 
literary heritage and books from other cultures and traditions), poetry, plays, non fiction texts and reference 
books / text books   (NC p 43) 

W
ri

ti
n

g 

Transcription Spelling programme ( NC Appendix 1) 

Composition 
 

Writing focusing on audience, purpose and form (NC p 47/48) 

VGP NC Appendix 2 

Speaking and 
Listening 

12 Statutory statements  (NC p 17) 


